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Legitimacy of armed Resistance in International Law
Prepared by: Leen Tareq Obeidat
Supervisor: Dr. Belal Hasan Alrawashdeh
Abstract

This study discusses the legitimacy of armed resistance in international law as a
complex international legal issue. After the provisions of international law guaranteed the
right of peoples to self-determination and emphasized its importance as the basis on
which all rights are based, the major powers did not pay attention to these provisions and
adhered to their policies of oppressing peoples and imposing control over their territories.
This led people to resort to armed resistance after the failure of peaceful means to achieve
their freedom and independence. From this point of view, this study came to clarify the
concept of armed resistance as a means used by peoples to defend their rights, especially
their right to self-determination, which is explicitly recognized by international charters,
especially the United Nations Charter. The study also highlights the fundamental
differences between armed resistance and other armed operations in the international
arena. In addition, this study sheds light on the right to self-determination as the basis
from which the right to resistance emerged. It also focuses on analyzing the international
legal system and the provisions and rules that regulate the legal status of armed resistance
movements, including the four Geneva Conventions and the Additional Protocols that
regulate armed conflicts and stipulate the basic rights of legitimate combatants. It
highlights the complex international reality, which is one of the most prominent
challenges facing armed resistance movements as a result of the imbalance of power and
its concentration in the hands of a few countries, which caused a deep imbalance in the
framework of international law and a clear weakness in its provisions.

Despite the existence of clear international legal texts and provisions that grant
peoples their rights, the application of these provisions on the ground and their imposition
IS subject to the interests and objectives of the major powers, as evidenced by the
provisions of international law explicitly stipulating the legitimacy of armed resistance
for self-determination, but in reality, we see the marginalization of these provisions, their
selective application, and the prevention of peoples from determining their own destiny,
which reflects the failure of the international community to achieve international justice.

Keywords: Resistance, international law, armed resistance, law.
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